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    Stafford 41 Club 

 
 

Minutes of 61st AGM held on 20 April 2022 
at The Post House Stafford ST16 2HZ 

 
Present: Chris Barton (Chairman), David Gerrard, Jim Goodwin, Tony Green, Paddy 
Hannigan, David Harding, Mike Heenan, Graham Henderson, Ian Henderson, Peter 
Mincher-Lockett, John Nickolls, David Orme, Brett Phillips, Paul Ritson, Rob 
Robson, Anthony Stewart and Rodney Thomas. 
  
Chairman Chris opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. 
He asked David Orme to say grace. David was nearly perfect. 
Chairman Chris appointed Dave Gerrard and Jim Goodwin as joint Sergeants at 
Arms. 
 
Apologies: Secretary Brett reported that apologies had been had been received 

from Messrs. Ray Barnett, Derek Bolton, Roger Bonfa, Robert Cooke, Lodewyk de 

Clercq, George Elsmore, Patrick Farrington, Roger Flatters, Martin Melling, Don 
Perkin, Peter Quine, Chris Reynolds, Keith Robins, Mike Smith and Martin 
Woodhead.  
 
Minutes of the 60th AGM: Chairman Chris stated that the minutes of the previous 
AGM had been circulated via the Stafford 41 Club website and proposed they were 
taken as read. This was accepted, there were no matters arising and the minutes 
were approved by the meeting. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Secretary Brett presented numbers; he reported that the Club 
had 32 full members, 25 country members and 1 honorary member.  
 
Treasurer’s Report and Proposed Budget: Treasurer Brett Phillips referred to the 
accounts that had previously been circulated to members by email. The accounts 
showed a surplus for the year of £137.84 bringing the Club’s total funds to 
£1,108.75. The Honorary Auditor, Ian Henderson, explained to the meeting that the 
accounts had been more than usually complex this year but that he was satisfied 
that the Treasurer had, yet again, done a fabulous job on the accounts. 
 
A proposal to adopt the accounts was proposed by Brett Phillips and seconded by 
Rob Robson. Adoption was carried unanimously. 
 
Treasurer Brett then advised that the recent National AGM had passed a resolution 
to keep capitation fees unchanged at £14.50. Accordingly, he proposed that our 
subscriptions should also remain unchanged at £15. 
This proposal was carried unanimously. 
 
Country Members: Following a question regarding Country Members from Tony 
Green, the subject was debated. Having listened to the debate Chairman Chris 
proposed the following to the meeting: 
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That Country Members would henceforth be referred to as Past Members. 
That Past Members would not receive details of all meetings but would only be 
invited to the Christmas meeting. 
 
This proposal was passed by the meeting. 
 
It was noted that any Past Member could become a Full Member by paying the 
modest annual subscription (currently £15).  
 

House Officer’s Report: Rob Robson presented his report.  
He commented on how great it was for us all to get together in person tonight with 17 
members attending this year’s AGM at The Post House. The last AGM had had to be 
a Zoom meeting, again with 17 members. 
Rob expressed his thanks to Graham Henderson for all his support in making the 
Zoom Meetings possible over the past 2 years. 
He also expressed his appreciation for National 41 Club arranging several different 
speakers for us to view on Zoom. 
Rob then thanked Chairman Chris who had made a number of the Zoom meetings 
more sociable by providing food and drink, delivered to members’ homes. 

Rob then described the meetings which he had organised over the year: 

• May 2021 – a return to some form of normality. A warm summer evening at 
the Saracen’s Head. (12 members). 

• June 2021 – a sunny evening at the Shropshire Inn in Haughton. (10 
members). 

• July 2021 – The Swan Hotel. (14 members). 

• August 2021 – The Viceroy, Milford, also attended by Regional Councillor, 
Steve Tasker. (19 members). 

• September 2021 – The only meeting Rob did not attend for the past 3 years. 
A walk and social event at Canalside Farm organised by Chairman Chris with 
money raised donated to the National President’s charity, Dementia UK. 

• October 2021 – The Taphouse Steak Bar. Disappointingly slow service 
marred the evening somewhat. (13 members). 

• November 2021 – Casa. Food was good. (12 members). 

• December 2021 – Christmas meeting at Stafford Rugby Club. Tough 
negotiation by Rob to get room hire down to £100 and meal to £25. Steve 
Tasker also attended. Raffle and Sergeant at Arms added to the 
entertainment. (21 members). 

• January 2022 - No. 5 Thai restaurant. A cracking evening with before and 
after drinks at The Greyhound. (6 members).  

• February 2022 - The Anatolian Palace, a packed Turkish restaurant with 
generous portions. (8 members). 

• March 2022 – The Barley Mow, Milford. Good value food & drink especially 
with 10% discount organised by John Nickolls. (9 members). 

• April 2022 – The Post House for AGM. Rob had negotiated a room without the 
normal room charge conditional on 15 covers at £25 each. (17 members). 
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Rob advised that after 3 years as House Officer he felt that it was time for him to 
stand down but confirmed that he had offered his support to Anthony Stewart for the 
forthcoming year. 
Rob thanked all the members for attending the meetings, Brett Phillips for his help 
and support and concluded his report by stating that it had been an honour to serve 
Chairman Chris as House Officer. He wished Chris an enjoyable semi-retirement in 
Devon. 

Social Officer’s Report: Chairman Chris reported on the social event that he had 
organised in September when he and Wendy were joined by some 15 members for 
the final leg of their 100 mile walk on the 41 Club Millennium Way which they had 
done to raise money for the 41 Club President’s charity, Dementia UK. The walk was 
followed by a barbeque at Canalside Farm. 
 
IRO: Chairman Chris reported on the weekend he and Wendy had organised in 
Devon in March 2022. This was a little different from previous walking weekends with 
not so much walking. On the first day Chris had planned a grand tour of Dartmoor. 
The first stop, a stunning view of the Exe estuary had to be described verbally by 
Chris due to the low cloud. The tour continued with a coffee in Bovey Tracey, a stop 
at Haytor Rocks, an isolated spot in the middle of Dartmoor, lunch at Warren House 
Inn and concluded with a visit to the small Red Rock Brewery. 
Day 2 started with a boat trip up and down the Exe estuary followed by lunch at the 
Beach Pub overlooking the marina at Exmouth, a walk around the Powderham 
Estate and a return to the Langstone Cliff Hotel to watch England disappoint in the 6 
nations. 
 
Sales and Regalia Officer’s Report: In the absence of Mike Smith, who had 
apologised, Brett Phillips gave a concise Sales & Regalia Officer’s report having 
been extensively briefed by Mike Smith. In summary, members had struggled in the  
prevailing straitened economic circumstances to find a budget for the purchase of 
regalia. In consequence no sales had been made. 
 
Chairman’s Report: Chairman Chris commented on the exceptional nature of the 
last two years; 2020/2021 and 2021/2022 had seemed to merge together and had 
flown by. 2020/2021 had been characterised by a predominance of Zoom meetings 
although some of these had been given a boost by the addition of beer, wine and 
food. 
Chris was pleased to report that the Club had met every month during 2021/2022 
and paid tribute to the House Officer, Rob Robson, for his hard work in achieving 
this. 
Chris reported that, over the 2 years that he had been Chairman, nearly £1,000 had 
been raised and donated to the 41 Club National President’s charity, Dementia UK. 
This had been an excellent achievement for Stafford 41 Club. 
With an eye on the future, Chris highlighted the resolution passed at the recent 
National AGM allowing non-former Tablers over 45 to become 41 Club members. He 
also emphasised the importance of focussing on new members in the light of the 
declining numbers nationally and, in particular, the likely imminent dissolution of 
Stafford Round Table. 
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Chris stated that he was optimistic for the future, noting that the incoming Chairman 
was some two decades younger and would, therefore, be a natural bridge to a 
younger generation. 
He wished the incoming Chairman every success. 
 
Election of Officers – There were no nominations from the floor, so the following 
were unanimously elected into office: 
 
 Chairman:   Anthony Stewart 
 Vice Chairman:  Derek Bolton 

Secretary/Treasurer: Brett Phillips 
 Sales & Regalia Officer: Mike Smith 
 Hon. Auditor:   Ian Henderson 
 
Chairman’s Handover 
 
Chairman Chris then handed the chain of office over to the incoming Chairman, 
Anthony Stewart. 
 
Incoming Chairman’s Address 
 
Chairman Anthony thanked Chris for his excellent year as Chairman and stated that 
it was a great honour to be appointed as 41 Club Chairman. 
He confirmed that he had joined Stafford Round Table in 2005 and had been 
Chairman in 2010 and 2013. He also advised that, sadly, it was likely that Stafford 
Round Table would fold soon. 
Anthony announced his intention to drive membership of Stafford 41 Club but he 
would want to include existing members in this process. He would be looking for 
some new events or activities but without losing sight of the nature and essence of 
the Club. 
Anthony praised Rob Robson for the cracking job he had done as House Officer. In 
view of Rob’s understandable decision to take a reduced role Anthony established a 
committee of four members to share the duties of the House Officer; they were 
himself, Jim Goodwin, Ian Henderson and Rob Robson. 
In order to try and encourage the retention of former Stafford Round Tablers, 
Anthony proposed that Honorary Membership of Stafford 41 Club be offered to any 
former members of Stafford Round Table who were under 40 in the event that 
Stafford Round Table winds up. This proposal was carried by the meeting. 
 
Election of Honorary Members 
Chairman Anthony proposed that the Honorary Member for the coming year be Sean 
Spinetto (Chairman of Stafford RT). This was carried unanimously by the meeting. 
 
Raffle: Brett Phillips conducted the raffle announcing that members had been very 
generous; sales of raffle tickets had totalled £120. The net proceeds of the raffle 
would be donated to the DEC Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal. Three prizes of a bottle 
of scotch, a bottle of port and a bottle of wine had been won. David Orme, who had 
won the bottle of port, kindly shared it with the rest of the meeting in the time 
honoured tradition. 
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Sergeants at Arms – The joint Sergeants at Arms generated £18.95 by imposing 
numerous fines including: 

• Peter Mincher-Lockett for verbal diarrhoea during the Chairman’s introduction. 

• John Nickolls for asking for a lift a week early. 

• Brett Phillips and Chris Barton for wearing a tie and no gongs. 

• Graham Henderson and Tony Green for no badge. 

• David Harding for wearing a “Captain America” shield as a badge. 

• Paddy Hannigan for threatening to dissect the Sergeant at Arms with a 
breadknife. 

• Ian Henderson for wearing a tablecloth. 

• John Nickolls and David Harding for tucking in before everyone was served. 

• Bob Robson for wearing his pyjamas to a 41 Club meeting. 

• Tony Green for looking like Paul Daniels. 

• John Nickolls for accidentally finishing his text messages to men with a “kiss”. 

• Brett Phillips for verbally abusing the Sergeant at Arms. 

• Anthony Stewart for wearing jeans to a 41 Club meeting. 

• Brett Phillips for illegible accounts and signature. 

• Anthony Stewart for a pinging phone and for his shirt not being tucked in. 
 
AOB: There was none. 
 
Final Toast: Chairman Anthony proposed the final toast “May the hinges of 
friendship never rust”. 
 
The meeting closed at 22.42. 
 
 
     Signed………………………………………. 
 
 
     Date………………………………………….. 


