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    Stafford 41 Club 
 

 

Minutes of 57th AGM held on 18th April 2018 
at Stafford Castle Golf Club 

 
Chairman, Mike Heenan, welcomed everyone to the meeting and said Grace himself 
before a total of 25 members and guests sat down to eat a three-course meal plus 
tea/coffee. 
 
Apologies - had been received from Messers. Cooke, I. Wilson, Robins, G. 
Henderson, Bonfa, M. Thomas, J. Wilson, Harding, Burdekin, Smith, Barnett, Green, 
de Clercq, Robson, Ashton, Perkin, Melling, G. Simmonds and Rowell. 
 
Guests - Chairman Mike introduced the following guests: 
 Dave Gerrard – no one would own up to being his host 
 IPC Stafford RT – Jon Gerrard 
 Very past chairman – Sean Spinetto 
 VC Stafford RT – Paul Cooper 
 Newly elected Chairman of SRT – Jonny Howarth 
 
Jonny then addressed the meeting by saying he wanted closer links with 41 Club 
although having had a glimpse into the future tonight it made it even more important 
to “Live for the day”. To SRT the biggest challenge was membership, in three to four 
years’ time they would be down to 4 members due to the age rule. Therefore, they 
need 41 Club help to recruit new members in their thirties. 
 
Chairman Mike then introduced his own guest, Shriv Passap. He is a past Chairman 
of Tettenhall RT and Chairman elect of RT Area 5 (of which Stafford RT are now a 
part). 
 
He addressed the meeting by saying he wants to make a difference this year, in the 
past he has felt that the Area Exec were not visible enough. He wants to get Tables 
in Area 5 to meet each other and share experiences. There are some large buoyant 
Tables such as Lichfield with 30+ members and their experiences should be shared 
with struggling Tables such as Stafford. Apparently, Area 5 will be hosting NSW in 
Wolverhampton this year as well. 
 
Minutes of the 56th AGM – Chairman Mike stated that the minutes of the previous 
AGM had been circulated and proposed they were taken as read. This was 
accepted, there were no matters arising and the minutes were approved by the 
meeting. 
 
Secretary’s Report – Secretary Paul said that the Club has 35 full members, the 
highest figure since his time in office, 25 Country members and 2 honorary 
members.  
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He said he had been honoured to be the Secretary and Treasurer for the last 5 years 
but felt it was now time to stand down and let someone else have the opportunity, he 
thanked everyone for their help and support. He looked forward to rejoining the back 
benches. 
 
There were no questions. 
 
Treasurer’s Report and Proposed Budget – Treasurer Paul circulated a copy of 
the accounts (appended to these minutes) Subscriptions for the year were all paid on 
time this year. 
 
There was a surplus on the year of £124.95, Ladies Night made a £49.45 profit and 
Raffles contributed the rest. £54.95 was ringfenced for wine at the Christmas meal 
leaving a working surplus of £70 on the year. Paul suggested the incoming Chairman 
may choose to us this surplus to boost the Christmas Wine fund. 
 
Paul then invited questions/comments on the accounts. There were none. 
 
A proposal to adopt the accounts was proposed by Nick Sandy and seconded by 
David Orme. Adoption was carried unanimously. 
 
Moving on to the Budget for 2018-19, Treasurer Paul stated that the recent National 
AGM agreed that capitation should stay at £14.50. As we are in a healthy position 
financially, he proposed that our subscriptions remain unchanged at £15 and that 
country member’s subscriptions remain at £0. 
 
The Budget was proposed by the treasurer and seconded by Roger Flatters and 
carried unanimously. 
 
Social – Nick Sandy stated that Ladies Night had been a successful event although 
he had been disappointed by the poor numbers attending, both from 41 Club and RT 
(49). The good thing was that everyone remained in the downstairs room rather than 
retreating to the bar. He said that as from August he would be moving to Wales 
permanently and therefore could not continue in the role.  
 
He proposed that Jim Goodwin take over which was seconded by Derek Bolton and 
quickly supported by a show of hands in favour before Jim could say no. 
 
IRO – Chris Barton reported that the mid-week trip to Langdale had been a partial 
success. The numbers had not been as high as he expected due to the wives and 
partners availability and also felt that the Langdale hotel was not necessarily the right 
venue in the future. 
 
It was definitely the end of a 19 year reign as he was standing down as IRO this year 
having tried last year and then agreeing to continue in the absence of a successor. 
He did feel that it was important that 41 Club was not just a dining club but also had 
other social activities. 
 
Sales and Regalia – Mike Smith was not present, so Treasurer Paul presented a 
brief report on his behalf. Mike had not achieved the fantastic sales figures of last 
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year but had maintained the profitability! He sold £26 of goods at a cost of £26. Paul 
believed that Mike would have managed to prove that was infinite profit growth with 
one of his infamous graphs. Mike had generated a raffle profit of £158.83 which, 
after deduction of the regalia purchase, had been transferred to the Club account. 
 
Chairman’s Report – Chairman Mike said he had enjoyed a fantastic year in the 
Chair and thanked all his officers and in particular the Secretary for his support and 
help. We had retained the Tony Taylor Trophy, had a successful Bobby Blakemore 
Bike Ride and a most enjoyable Ladies Night. 
 
Election of Officers – There were no nominations from the floor, so the following 
were elected into office: 
 
 Chairman – Chris Reynolds 

Secretary/Treasurer – Brett Phillips 
 House – Vacant 
 Social – Jim Goodwin 
 IRO – Vacant 
 Sales/Regalia – Mike Smith 
 Hon. Auditor – Ian Henderson 
 
Chairman’s Handover 
 
Chairman Mike then handed the chain of office over to the incoming Chairman, Chris 
Reynolds. 
 
Chairman Chris said he was proud an honoured to become the Chairman. He 
thanked Mike for a very good year and presented him with his past Chairman’s 
jewel.  
 
He said it was great to have such good support which was clear by the number of 
people clammering to be his officers! He announced that the Vice Chairman for the 
coming year would be Tony Green. 
 
He was pleased to have Brett as his Secretary/Treasurer and believed the job will be 
in a safe (I’m surer he said safer) pair of hands. He echoed Mike’s thanks to the 
outgoing Secretary/Treasurer, Paul. 
 
As there were no nominations for House officer, this role would be carried out by a 
committee of himself, supported by Peter Quine, Mike Heenan and anyone else who 
wished to assist. He planned to have an interesting meetings programme and plans 
to keep costs modest. 
 
Likewise, in the absence of an IRO candidate, this would be undertaken by a 
committee comprising himself, Ian Henderson and Rodney Thomas plus possibly the 
odd hour or two from Chris Barton. 
 
He hopes to develop solid links with RT and support them whenever requested. We 
need to help them with membership in order to guarantee our own future. He wants 
to recruit leaving Tablers in to 41 Club. 
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The first meeting of his year will be a Pub Games night on Wednesday 16th May at 
the Constitutional Club in Stafford with a two course meal at £9.50 per person. 
 
The Tony Taylor Trophy will be held on 18th July. He had offered RT an alternative 
night but they had chosen to go with Bowls again, he believes they must have been 
practising!! 
 
Chris proposed that the Honorary Members for the coming year would be John 
Wilson and Jonny Howorth (Chairman of Stafford RT). These were approved. 
 
Raffle – Brett Phillips conducted the raffle with the prizes being won by Shiv Passap, 
Jonny Howorth and Roger Flatters. 
 
AOB – Past Treasurer Paul reminded everyone that Subs for the forthcoming year 
were now due. This was confirmed by incoming Treasurer Brett. 
 
Stewart Learoyd said he would be in favour of a traditional IRO visit along the lines 
of the Table trips of the past. He said he would be happy to arrange this if there was 
sufficient interest. 
 
Shiv Passap said the Area 5 AGM would be a one hour meeting next Friday followed 
by a karting night in Oldbury, all were welcome. 
 
Final Toast 10.25 pm.  
 
 
     Signed………………………………………. 
 
 
     Date………………………………………….. 


