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    Stafford 41 Club 
 

 

Minutes of 56th AGM held on 19th April 2017 
at Stafford Castle Golf Club 

 
Chairman, Gary Simmonds, welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked everyone 
to say Grace together before a total of 24 members and guests sat down to eat a 
three-course meal plus tea/coffee. 
 
Apologies - had been received from Messers. Bonfa, Sandy, Cooke, Boucher, 
Rowell, G Henderson, Lymer, Elsmore, Robson, de Clerq, Robins, Ashton and 
Hannigan. 
 
Guests - Chairman Gary introduced the following guests: 

    Jon Gerard, newly elected Chairman of Stafford RT 176 
 
He then inducted Jon Burdekin into the Club. 
 
Jon Gerard then addressed the meeting, he outlined the events of the last Table 
year, Stafford RT currently have 9 active members, the bonfire raised £8,000. This 
would be the last bonfire at Shugbrough due to difficulties in organising future events 
there, RT felt that the money raised would be outweighed by the effort involved. 
There is a new programme of fundraising activities being developed. Focus this year 
will be on recruitment of new members. 
 
Minutes of the 55th AGM – Secretary Paul read the minutes from the previous 
year’s AGM. The minutes were approved. Proposer B Phillips, Seconder P Quine. 
 
Secretary’s Report – Secretary Paul said that the Club has 59 members and 2 
honorary members. 33 of these members were fully paid up and therefore included 
on the 41 Club National Database. Unfortunately, two members, Owen Bennion and 
Ian Gammon passed away during the year. 
 
A question to the Secretary was asked by Patrick Farrington. Unfortunately, as the 
Secretary answered the question he forgot to note down what the question or the 
answer was! 
 
Treasurer’s Report and Proposed Budget – Treasurer Paul circulated a copy of 
the accounts (appended to these minutes) Subscriptions for the year were all paid on 
time this year. 
 
Paul explained that the accounts are somewhat skewed this year by the fact that 
Ladies Night was held after the financial year end and therefore the accounts show 
£1380 of advance payments. He confirmed that Ladies Night broke even and 
therefore this money has now been paid out in full with no cost to the Club. Ignoring 
the Surplus on Meals which is held to be used for wine at the Christmas meeting, the 
true picture is a small loss on the year of £1.11; a satisfactory balancing of the 
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books, thanks were given to Brett for his Sergeant at Arms fines for making this 
possible. 
 
Paul then invited questions/comments on the accounts. 
 
A question was asked about the “funny money” that the club used to hold in a tin. 
Paul was unable to comment on this and said he would investigate. Brett Phillips 
asked how the change to EU regulations would affect our accounting practices. A 
decision on this was postponed until after Brexit. 
 
A proposal to adopt the accounts was proposed by Don Perkins and seconded by 
Brett Philips. Adoption was carried unanimously. 
 
Moving on to the Budget for 2017-18, Treasurer Paul stated that the proposal to the 
National AGM was that capitation should stay at £14.50. As we are in a healthy 
position financially, he proposed that our subscriptions remain unchanged at £15 and 
that country member’s subscriptions remain at £0. 
 
The Budget was proposed by the treasurer and seconded by Mike Smith and carried 
unanimously. 
 
Social – Nick Sandy was not present. Chairman Gary said it had been a great 
Ladies Night and read out a thank you e-mail from the National President. He asked 
for his thanks to Nick be recorded in the minutes. 
 
IRO – Chris Barton reported on the weekend away in the Peak District which was 
attended by 20 couples despite the poor weather which included snow as well as 
rain.  
 
Chris had hoped that a replacement would have come forward for his position but as 
yet, no one had volunteered. His thoughts were to return to the Lake District in the 
coming year but mid-week rather than weekend, and probably in November. He 
hoped that he might get help to organise the trip and Rodney Thomas and Ian 
Henderson volunteered their services. 
 
Sales and Regalia – Mike Smith struggled to his feet, blaming an operation?? He 
reported that all the regalia was safe and sound. Sales were £272 this year 
representing an infinite growth from the previous year (£0). Mike represented this 
performance with a graph. He anticipated sales next year to return to normal! 
 
A total of £50.05 was to be handed over to the Treasurer as surplus on the year. 
 
Chairman’s Report – Chairman Gary said that the Club would not be the same 
without the effort that Secretary/Treasurer Paul put in and thanked him for all his 
help. He said that both Nick and Chris had done a great job and thanked them. He 
congratulated Mike on his phenomenal sales growth. 
 
He stated that it had been an honour and a privilege to have been Chairman over the 
last year. He mentioned the winning of the Tony Taylor Trophy again! He said he 
had had a busy year supporting Round Table and also being part of the team that 
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had raised £20K for charity and thanked all the members for their support during the 
year. 
 
Election of Officers – There were no nominations from the floor, so the following 
were elected unanimously into office: 
 
 Chairman – Mike Heenan 

Secretary/Treasurer – Paul Ritson. Paul stated that it was his intention to 
stand down from the position at next years AGM 

 House – Jim Goodwin 
 Social – Nick Sandy 
 IRO – Chris Barton 
 Sales/Regalia – Mike Smith 
 Hon. Auditor – Ian Henderson 
 
Chairman’s Handover 
 
Chairman Gary then handed the chain of office over to the incoming Chairman, Mike 
Heenan. 
 
Chairman Mike said it was a privilege to become the Club Chairman, it was 26 years 
since he had left Table and considered himself an old fart. He thanked Gary for a 
very good year and presented him with his past Chairman’s jewel.  
 
He announced that the Vice Chairman for the coming year would be Chris Reynolds. 
Mike said his aim for the year was continue with a good social programme for great 
fellowship and outlined some of his ideas. 
 
Mike proposed that the Honorary Members for the coming year would be John 
Wilson and Jon Gerard (Chairman of Stafford RT). These were approved. 
 
Raffle – Mike Smith conducted the raffle with the following winners: Tony Green, 
Peter Mincher-Lockett and Ian Henderson 
 
AOB – Treasurer Paul reminded everyone that Subs for the forthcoming year were 
now due. 
 
Don Perkin asked a question regarding Lionel Turner, previously he had been an 
Hon. Member. Secretary Paul said that Lionel had not attended a meeting for some 
considerable time, so he had written to him about continuing as an Hon. Member 
and had not received a reply. 
 
Final Toast 10.40 pm.  
 
 
     Signed………………………………………. 
 
 
     Date………………………………………….. 


