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    Stafford 41 Club 
 

 

Minutes of 54th AGM held on 15th April 2015  
at Stafford Castle Golf Club 

 
Chairman, Peter Quine, welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked Chris Barton 
to say Grace before a total of 29 members and guests sat down to eat a three 
course meal plus tea/coffee. 
 
Apologies - had been received from M Thomas, C Price, Lloyd, Thomasson, 
Reynolds, Melling, Harding, Robbins, Learoyd, de Clerq, Bonfa and Spinetto. 
 
Guests - Chairman Peter introduced the following guests: 
     James Wallbank, Chairman Stafford RT 176 
     Stuart Lymer, newly elected Vice Chairman of Stafford RT 176 
 
James then addressed the meeting (without a Chairman’s jewel!), Stafford RT 
numbers have risen from 7 to a current 13. Their charity income last year was 
£38,500 from the Bonfire, Beer Festival and Comedy Night. 
 
Peter congratulated them on a fantastic achievement 
 
Minutes of the 53rd AGM – Read by Secretary Paul, no matters arising, signed by 
the Chairman. 
 
Secretary’s Report – Secretary Paul said that the Club has 59 members and 3 
honorary members. 34 of these members were fully paid up and therefore included 
on the 41 Club National Database. He was only aware of losing one member 
following the sad death of Andrew Lock. 
 
Treasurer’s Report and Proposed Budget – Treasurer Paul circulated a copy of 
the accounts (appended to these minutes) as well as the Accounts for the Regional 
Luncheon. 65% of the attendees booked and paid on-line. Subscriptions for the year 
were all paid by November (70% on-line) for which he was extremely grateful. 
 
There is a healthy balance in the account, there is a deficit on the year of £55.70, 
however we did donate £300 to Anthony Nolan in addition to the £700 surplus on the 
luncheon. 
 
Paul then invited questions/comments on the accounts. 
 
Brett Phillips questioned the Hon. Auditor, Ian Henderson, about the adding up of the 
accounts. Ian stated that they fully complied with International Accounting rules! 
(Addendum: after the meeting, the accounts were corrected, as there was an 
addition error but no change to the financial position). 
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A proposal to adopt the accounts was proposed by Ray Barnett and seconded by 
Don Perkin. Adoption was carried unanimously. 
 
Treasurer Paul then proposed that (as we had a surplus on the accounts) future Past 
Chairman’s jewels were purchased by the Club. This was seconded by Brett Phillips 
and carried with three votes against. 
 
A discussion then took place as to how best to dispose of the surplus in the 
accounts. After reviewing options, it was proposed by Ray Barnett, seconded by 
Mike Smith, that a further £500 was donated to Anthony Nolan. This was passed 
unanimously. 
 
Moving on to the Budget for 2014-15, Treasurer Paul stated that, at the forthcoming 
National AGM it is proposed that capitation should rise by £1 to £14.50. As we are in 
a healthy position financially, he proposed that our subscriptions remain unchanged 
at £15 and that country member’s subscriptions remain at £0. 
 
The Budget was proposed by Don Perkin and seconded by Brett Phillips and carried 
unanimously. 
 
Social – George Elesmore not present. Chairman Peter said he was disappointed 
that there had not been a Ladies Night this year. 
 
IRO – Chris said that the Lakes walking weekend had been successful with lots 
attending. All his hard work to organise walking routes was ignored by all. It was a 
great fellowship weekend which everyone appeared to enjoy. Brett Phillips said that 
Chris and Wendy had put a lot of effort into organising the weekend and he admired 
their dedication. 
 
Sales and Regalia – Mike Smith stated that sales were static, which means they 
have not fallen this year (previously zero!). As he had been told his previous 
accounts were not worth the paper they were written on, he has produced no 
accounts this year! Despite this he had a contribution from raffle proceed of £173. 
Despite the absence of accounts, they were proposed and carried due largely to 
support from the people on Mike’s table. 
 
Chairman’s Report – Chairman Peter outlined the highlights of his year and 
thanked Steve Ashton for organising the Regional Luncheon and said he was 
particularly proud to present the National President with a cheque for £1,000 at the 
Christmas Meeting. 
 
He thanked Chris Barton for the Lakes Weekend and Mike Smith for his Sales/Raffle 
efforts. He also thanked John Wilson, Paddy Hannigan and Don Perkin for assisting 
him with House duties. 
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Election of Officers – There were no nominations from the floor so the following 
were elected unanimously into office: 
 
 Chairman – Derek Bolton 
 Secretary/Treasurer – Paul Ritson 
 House – Peter Quine  
 Social – Nick Sandy and others to assist 
 IRO – Chris Barton 
 Sales/Regalia – Mike Smith 
 Hon. Auditor – Ian Henderson 
 
Chairman’s Handover 
 
Peter handed over the Chain of Office to incoming Chairman Derek. 
 
Derek announced that the VC for the year would be Gary Simmonds. 
He wished good luck to his Officers. He said that he had looked up notable events in 
history but all he could find was that on this day in 1912 the Titanc sank and in 1984 
Tommy Cooper died on stage. At that point he decided to close his address. 
 
The Honorary Members for the coming year will be Lionel Turner, John Wilson, and 
James Wallbank (Chairman of Stafford RT). 
 
Raffle – Mike Smith conducted the raffle with the following winners: David Orme, 
Graham Henderson and Peter Quine. 
 
AOB – Treasurer Paul reminded everyone that Subs for the forthcoming year were 
now due. 
 
 
Final Toast 10.15 pm.  
 
 
 
     Signed………………………………………. 
 
 
     Date………………………………………….. 
 


