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    Stafford 41 Club 
 

 

Minutes of 53rd AGM held on 16th April 2014  
at Stafford Castle Golf Club 

 
Chairman, Jim Goodwin, welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked Vice 
Chairman Peter Quine to say Grace before a total of 36 members and guests sat 
down to eat a three course meal plus tea/coffee. 
 
Apologies - had been received from Bruce Boucher, Mike Thomas, Chris Reynolds 
and Mark Maguire. Also from Stewart Learoyd who was stuck in traffic on the M5. 
 
Guests - Chairman Jim introduced the following guests: 
 James Wallbank, newly elected Vice Chairman Stafford RT 176 
 Gary Simmons, newly elected President Stafford RT 176 
 Patrick Farrington 
 Sean Spinetto, newly elected Chairman Stafford RT 176 
 
Sean then told the meeting that Stafford RT was growing with a further 3-4 potential 
new members soon. They had adopted a much more informal approach to meetings 
with casual dress and no regalia, as well as introducing a range of more active 
events. He confessed to missing the formality and welcomed the opportunity this 
evening of wearing his Chairman’s Jewel. 
 
At this point the meeting was interrupted by Mike Smith dropping his briefcase 
loudly. 
 
Jim advised the meeting that, the informal approach was promoted by National but 
the decision to adopt more informality was taken locally. It had been shown that the 
younger potential members were put off by formality and gongs. 
 
Minutes of the 52nd AGM – were read by Past Secretary David Orme. There were 
no matters arising but Chairman Jim thanked Nick Sandy for his absence. 
 
Secretary’s Report – Secretary Paul said that the Club has 57 members and 4 
honorary members. 30 of these members were fully paid up and therefore included 
on the 41 Club National Database. He announced that Stafford 41 Club now had a 
website at www.stafford41club .co.uk. The full report is appended to these minutes. 
 
Treasurer’s Report and Proposed Budget – Treasurer Paul circulated a copy of 
the accounts (appended to these minutes) and said that the surplus on the year was 
a healthy £175 due largely to a good contribution from Sales. 
 
Paul then invited questions/comments on the accounts. 
 
Ray Barnett considered that the total funds in the accounts (£969) was too high. Paul 
agreed and said that he would address this in the future but would like to maintain a 
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good cash balance for the coming year as we had agreed to host the Inaugural 
Regional 11 Luncheon. Subject to a financially satisfactory outcome of this event he 
will bring some proposals to the next AGM to reduce this balance. 
 
Brett Phillips congratulated the Treasurer on a fine set of accounts but asked why 
they showed a surplus on meetings of £9. This was due to the Vice Chairman asking 
too much for a meeting in July due to “rounding up”. 
 
Steve Ashton thanked Paul for his support in organising the Regional Luncheon. 
 
A proposal to adopt the accounts was proposed by Mike Smith and seconded by 
Nick Sandy. Adoption was carried unanimously. 
 
Moving on to the Budget for 2014-15, Treasurer Paul stated that, at the forthcoming 
National AGM it is proposed that capitation should rise by £1 to £13.50. As we are in 
a healthy position financially, he proposed that our subscriptions remain unchanged 
at £15. Earlier in the year he had said that we no longer have a need to charge our 
Country members a subscription as everything is now done online. Therefore he 
proposed that country member’s subscriptions be set at £0. 
 
Nick Sandy suggested that Bob Cooke (Country Member from Florida!) should be 
charged a membership fee as he was in the room tonight. 
 
The Budget was proposed by Keith Robbins and seconded by Mike Smith and 
carried unanimously. 
 
House – House Co-ordinator Paddy Hannigan was surprised to be asked for a report 
and said he had nothing to report but thanked Vice Chairman Peter and others for 
organising the programme during the last year. 
 
Social – Nick Sandy said that 56 people had attended Ladies Night which was 
somewhat disappointing. He had noted comments made at a later business meeting 
by George Elsmore, however, whilst he was prepared to stand again he would still 
do things in the same way. He asked if George would take on Ladies Night for the 
coming year and he agreed. 
 
IRO – Chris said that the Lakes walking weekend had been successful with 19 
couples attending. Whilst happy with the Skelwith Bridge he was looking at 
alternative venues for 2015. (Norfolk was suggested from the gathered members!). 
 
Sales and Regalia – Mike Smith stated that his projection for Sales earlier in the 
year was spot on and reshowed the forecast graph. He had it upside down but as it 
was a straight line at zero it made no difference. He thanked Derek Bolton for the 
raffles he had organised. He presented his accounts (appended to these Minutes) 
and invited questions. 
 
Brett Phillips congratulated Mike on a stunning year! He said the accounts appeared 
to be a “list of random figures”! He asked why there was no profit on Sales. Mike 
replied that he had announced at the previous AGM that sales would be at cost price 
in future. 
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Chairman’s Report – Chairman Jim said he had been deeply honoured to be 
Chairman for the past year and thoroughly enjoyed his reign. He had missed a few 
meetings and thanked VC Peter for taking the chair as required. He thanked Nick for 
Ladies Night and Chris for IRO which he said was his first. He said he was delighted 
with our “glorious victory” against Table in the Tony Taylor Trophy. 
 
He thanked all the people that had organised meetings during the year and thanked 
Secretary Paul for doing his best to make him look good. 
 
Election of Officers – the following were elected unanimously into office: 
 
 Chairman – Peter Quine 
 Secretary/Treasurer – Paul Ritson 
 House – Peter Quine said he would take on this role 
 Social – George Elsmore 
 IRO – Chris Barton 
 Sales/Regalia – Mike Smith 
 Hon. Auditor – Ian Henderson 
 
Chairman’s Handover 
 
Jim handed over the Chain of Office to incoming Chairman Peter. 
 
Peter thanked Jim for his excellent year as Chairman. He said he had left Table 
when he was 30 and had only joined 41 Club 3 years ago. He was honoured to be 
our Chairman for the coming year. He announced that the Vice Chairman would be 
Lodewyk De Clerq. 
 
He said he had produced a provisional programme for the year ahead which 
included some different venues and new events. He reminded everyone about the 
Region 11 Luncheon with our partners which is organised for 28th September. 
 
The Honorary Members for the coming year will be Lionel Turner, John Wilson, Pete 
Smith and Sean Spinetto (Chairman of Stafford RT). 
 
Raffle – Mike Smith conducted the raffle with the following winners: Patrick 
Farrington, Ray Barnett, Pete Smith, Martin Woodhead, David Harding and Bob 
Cooke. 
 
 
Final Toast 10.45 pm.  
 
 
 
     Signed………………………………………. 
 
 
     Date………………………………………….. 
 


