
    Stafford 41 Club 
 

 

Minutes of Meeting held on 16th October 2013  
at The Bankhouse, Stafford 

 
Grace was said by Steve Ashton as he was last to the table. 
 
19 members and 1 Guest attended. Following the meal, Chairman Jim welcomed 
members to the meeting.  
 
Apologies - received from Messrs Orme, Perkin, I Wilson, Barnett, Mincher-Lockett, 
Heenan, Rowell, M Smith and R Thomas. All others not present were deemed to 
have apologised. 
 
Guests - Chairman Jim introduced Chris Reynolds from Eccleshall 41 Club. 
 
Minutes - Secretary Paul stated that the Minutes of the last Business meeting held 
on 15th May were circulated by e-mail and proposed they were taken as read. 
Despite comments about lack of memory by some members these were signed by 
the Chairman. Paul then read the minutes from 17th October 2007 which generated 
laughter and comments “it’s all about Paul Ritson”. As there were no matters arising 
(hardly surprising) these Minutes were also signed by the Chairman. 
 
Secretary/Treasurer - Paul stated there was no correspondence. He then reported 
that he had received membership subscriptions from 28 members. There remained 
only two members outstanding, they would be contacted and he was confident that 
all membership fees would be received before the National Capitation payment is 
due in January. 
 
He then raised, as a discussion point, the situation of “country members”. The 
current subscription rate is £3. So far this year he has received payment from only 2 
country members. Originally this figure was set to cover the cost of communicating 
with these members and sending out the directory. As this was now done 
electronically, there are no costs involved in maintaining a list of country members. 
Following discussion, the general consensus was to reduce the subscription for 
country members to zero; a motion to adopt this will be proposed at the next AGM. In 
the meantime no further effort will be made to collect subscriptions for country 
members. 
 
House Officer - No Report 
 
Chairman Jim then proposed that the Christmas meeting be brought forward by one 
week to Wednesday 11th December. This was due to the fact that both he and the 
organiser of the event would be away on the 18th December. In the absence of 
another volunteer to organise the event, Jim considered the proposal carried!  The 
Christmas meeting will therefore be held at Stafford Castle Golf Club on Wednesday 
11th December 2013. 



 
Social - Nick reported that Ladies Night will be at Brocton on 8th February 2014. 
Date is to be confirmed and details to follow. 
 
IRO - Chris reported that the Lake District walking weekend is arranged for 14-16th 
February 2014. 19 rooms were provisionally booked at the Skelwith Bridge hotel and 
these have now all been allocated. Anyone wishing to attend should contact Chris as 
soon as possible. 
 
Bob Blakemore Memorial Bike Ride - Chris Reynolds informed the meeting that 
the ride had taken place in September and asked everyone to let him have their 
sponsorship money asap so that he could arrange a presentation (to get the 
Chairman’s picture in the Newsletter). Steve Ashton thanked Chris for great 
organisation on the day. 
 
AOB - Mark Maguire was asked to give a report on his most recent bike ride. He 
said the ride from John o’Groats to Lands End was more about getting fit and losing 
weight. He considered his life had changed very considerably for the better when he 
moved to Stafford and got involved with Round Table and, now 41 Club. He wanted 
to give something back to the community so he decided to ride the Camino De 
Santiago pilgrim’s route with two other friends to raise money for Katherine House 
Hospice. This was a 550 mile route across the Pyrenees Mountains which they 
completed in 10 days. He said it was far harder than the 950 miles he cycled in the 
UK and made an impassioned plea for sponsorship via their Virgin moneygiving web 
page (details to be supplied). 
 
Next Meeting: Wednesday 20th November at The Crown, Hyde Lea. Full details to 
follow by e-mail. Our Regional Councillor, Paul Molley, will be attending. 
 
Chairman Jim closed the meeting at 10.15pm with the Final Toast. 
 
 
 
 
 
     Signed………………………………………. 
 
 
     Date………………………………………….. 


